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UPCOMING LEC TU R E FOCUSES ON WOMEN IN THE C IV IL WAR
M ISSOULA—
The important roles that women played in the Civil War will be explored in the sixth
annual Maxine Van de Wetering “American Women Making History” lecture at The
University of Montana.
“Mothers of Invention: Writing Women into the Civil War” will be presented by Drew
Gilpin Faust, Annenberg Professor of History and director of Women’s Studies at the
University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.
The lecture, presented also as this month’s installment of the President’s Lecture
Series, begins at 8 p.m. Monday, March 22, in the University Theatre. It is free and open to
the public.
Faust is the author of “Mothers of Invention: Women of the Slaveholding South in the
American Civil War (UNC Press, 1996),” as well as six other books and many scholarly
articles.
“Mothers of Invention” was described as an “exceedingly readable ... companion to
‘Gone with the Wind’ and Mary Chesnut’s famous diary” in Booklist.
“Faust’s effort is full of insights and even wit,” wrote Roland Green in the Booklist
review. “Altogether, it is one of the most admirable recent volumes of American social
history.”
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In the spring 1997 Penn History Review, Stefanie Cohen reviewed “Mothers of
Invention,” which she called a “truly beautiful book.”
“Honest and straightforward, Faust does not flinch from shattering any traditionally
cherished images of the romantic South,” wrote Cohen. “Faust delivers these women’s stories
unadulterated and unembellished, perhaps eliciting among her readers a pang or two of
nostalgia for the Scarlett O’Haras of the South. What she proffers instead, however, might be
much more valuable — the voices of over 500 women never before heard.”
Faust received a bachelor’s degree from Bryn Mawr College and a master’s degree and
doctorate from the University of Pennsylvania. She has lectured widely at many universities,
including Harvard, Princeton, Cambridge, Oxford, Stanford and Yale.
The “American Women Making History” lecture series was founded by the UM
Women’s Studies Program in 1994 to honor Van de Wetering, a recently retired colleague and
founder of the program. She also was a pioneer in feminist history and philosophy, and
contributed decades of service and mentoring.
Previous speakers in the series have been Carroll Smith-Rosenberg, Gloria Steinem,
Alison Jaggar, Carol Delaney and Val Plumwood.
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